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)ÔȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ +ÉÄÓȣ 

If you were a princess or prince, what would you do?  

Maybe the first thing you might think about are the fancy clothes, the fancy dinners, 
the fancy trips. But this week we remember a saint who saw past these things.  

Saint Olga was the princess of Kiev more than 1,100 years ago. She ruled over what is 
now Russia, Ukraine, and more. Now, the people there are almost all Orthodox Chris-
tians. But then, things were different. Most people were paganð they did not worship 
our one, true God.  

Once, Saint Olga visited the great city of Constantinople. She learned about the Chris-
tian Church and wanted to be baptized. Then, she went back to Kiev (where she 
lived), and took care of her grandsons. Many years later, one of her grandsons, Vladi-
mir, became emperor. He remembered the faith of his grandmother, and then Vladi-
mir was baptized, too! Thousands of people were baptized with him.  

We know that Saint Olga had a great mission in lifeðto teach others about the true 
faith she knew. But what would have happened if she had had a different mission, a 
mission to have fancier clothes and jewelry, fancier dinners, and more?  

Over the years, millions and millions of people have worshipped God as Orthodox 
Christians, thanks to this princess with a missionðSt. Olga!  

ðPresvytera Alexandra Houck 

   

 

Saturday July 28 
5:00 P.M. 
Great Vespers 

 

Sunday July 29 
9:30 A.M. 
Divine Liturgy  

Sunday of the Fathers of the   
First Six Ecumenical Councils 

 

Wednesday August 1 
6:30 P.M. 
Divine Liturgy 

Feast of the Prophet Elias 
 

Saturday August 4  
5:00 P.M.  
Great Vespers 

 
 

Sunday August 5 
9:30 A.M. 
Divine Liturgy 

Sunday 10 After Pentecost 
 

Followed By: 
Blessing of Vehicles and Bikes 

For the Latest News, Pictures & Events! Please, LIKE our Church on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ssppacrod 

3ÁÉÎÔÓ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÕÌ  
/ÒÔÈÏÄÏØ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
ΰΰ "ÅÁÃÈ 3ÔÒÅÅÔȟ 2ÏÃËÁ×ÁÙȟ .* Ϊαβΰΰ 

 

! 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÁÒÐÁÔÈÏ-2ÕÓÓÉÁÎ /ÒÔÈÏÄÏØ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ 

%ÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ 0ÁÔÒÉÁÒÃÈÁÔÅ ÏÆ #ÏÎÓÔÁÎÔÉÎÏÐÌÅ 
 

2ÅÖÅÒÅÎÄ &ÁÔÈÅÒ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× 'Ȣ 3ÔÁÇÏÎȟ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ 

0ÈÏÎÅȡ ɉγαέɊ ΰάα-Ϋήΰά      #ÅÌÌ-0ÈÏÎÅȡ ɉέΪήɊ ααα-γήΪά 

%ÍÁÉÌȡ &ÁÔÈÅÒ3ÔÁÇÏÎΊÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 
 

-ÒȢ 3ÔÁÎ "ÒÁÊÅÒȟ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

0ÈÏÎÅȡ ɉγΪβɊ ήΪΰ-άΰήΪ        %ÍÁÉÌȡ ÎÊÁÔÈÌÅÔÉÃΊÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
  

*ÕÌÙ άάȟ άΪΫβ ɉ4×Ï-7ÅÅË %ÄÉÔÉÏÎɊ 
6ÏÌÕÍÅ ά .ÕÍÂÅÒÓ άγ-έΪ 
3ÕÎÄÁÙ β !ÆÔÅÒ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔ 

7ÅÅËÌÙ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÏÆ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ  

#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ ηή 9ÅÁÒÓ 

Ϋγάβ άΪΫβ 
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Daily Scripture Readings for the Week (July 23ð29) 

Monday 1 Cor. 11:31ð12:6 Job 1:1-12 Matthew 18:1-11 

Tuesday 1 Cor. 12:12-26 Job 1:13-22 Matt.18:18-22,19:1-2,13-15 

Wednesday 1 Cor. 13:4ð14:5 Job 2:1-10 Matthew 20:1-16 

Thursday 1 Cor. 14:6-19 Genesis 46:1-7 Matthew 20:17-28 

Friday 1 Cor. 14:26-40  Matthew 21:12-14, 17-20 

Saturday Romans 14:6-9  Matthew 15:32-39 

A Warm Welcome to our Visitors 
 

We are happy that you have joined us today.  
 

Please join us downstairs for coffee and a bite to eat.  It 
is our pleasure to have you in our presence this morning 
and we wish Godôs Blessings to all who visit with us today 
& hope you stop in again soon! 
 

You have just experienced the Divine Liturgy of Saint 
John Chrysostom which is the ordinary service of worship 
celebrated on regular Sundayôs in the Orthodox Church. 
The Liturgyðas experienced at Saints Peter and Paul 
Churchðstems from the 4th century though its practices 
were inherited from the time of the apostles in the book of 
Acts. (Acts 1:14) It also represents a time when all Chris-
tians worshipped in One Undivided fully Catholic Christian 
Church.  

If you have any questions in regards to our worship or 
the Orthodox Church in general please see Fr. Matthew 
and he will gladly answer any of your questions to the best 
of his ability. He looks forward to meeting you.   

At our best we are known for our welcoming attitude, 
hospitality, prayerfulness, generosity and compassion. At 
our worst, we are sinners, but weôre working out our salva-
tion together, and could use your help.  
 

If you are looking for a church home, we hope you will 
prayerfully consider making Saints Peter and Paul Church 
that place. 
 

Glory to Jesus Christ!  
Glory Be Forever! 

Are you or a          
loved one ill?  

Please notify Fr. Matthew 

when you or a family 

member are going into the 

hospital for an emergency 

or having a scheduled  

procedure so he can pray 

with you and anoint you.  

Good Strength!  

Is it time to                    

confess your sins?  

The Sacrament of               

Holy Confession is availa-

ble to Orthodox Christians 

prior to Great Vespers on 

Saturdays between:  

4:15ð4:45 P.M.  

or by making special      

arrangements with          

Fr. Matthew. 

!ÌÌ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ 
ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÐÒÏǢÔÁÂÌÅ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÐÒÏÏÆȟ 
ÆÏÒ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȟ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÍÁÙ 
ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅȟ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ 
ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËȢ 

΄ά 4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ έȡΫΰ-Ϋα΄ 
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/ÕÒ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ )ÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ Ǫ /ÔÈÅÒ .ÅÅÄÓ 

)Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÓÕǟÅÒÉÎÇȩ ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÐÒÁÙȢ )Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÃÈÅÅÒÆÕÌȩ ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÓÉÎÇ 0ÓÁÌÍÓȢ )Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ 
ÓÉÃËȩ ,ÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÃÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÒÁÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÈÉÍȟ ÁÎÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÃËȟ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÒÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÈÉÍ ÕÐȢ !ÎÄ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ 

ÓÉÎÓȟ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎ ɉ*ÁÍÅÓ ίȡΫέ-ΫήɊȢ  

For the Health of...Roy Michaelsen, Tony George, Jonathan Shenesky, Constance Mantlik, John Man-

tlik, Cara Paccio Green, April Rusnock, Brittany OôConnor, Robert Talmadge...through the prayers of St. 

Nectarios the Wonderworker; St. Luke, the Surgeon & Archbishop; & St. Panteleimon, the Great-Martyr 

& Healer.    

For the Special Intentions oféChris Fekos, Laura, Ken, Daniel, Elizabeth, Chris, Barbara, Eliza-
beth, Alexander, Joshua...through the prayers of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker; St. John the Baptist; the 

Archangels Michael & Gabriel; and the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.   

For those serving in the Armed Forces & Civil AuthoritieséMichael Delcher, Matthew 
Fetchina...through the prayers of St. George, the Great-Martyr & Wonderworker.  

For Expectant MotherséPresvytera Stacey Ehmer, Molly Clarke, Nicole Yanoso...through the pray-

ers of St. Anna, the mother of the Virgin Mary & St. Irene Chrysovlantou.   

For our Catechumens & Inquirers...Elena Shenesky...through the prayers of St. Paul the Apostle, 

St. Mary Magadalene & St. John Maximovitch. 

For those Preparing for MarriageéZach and Bernadette...through the prayers of Sts. Adrian & 

Natalia & all the Holy Martyrs. 

 

0ÌÅÁÓÅȟ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÓËÏÍÅÄÉÁ ɉ0ÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎɊ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÉȤ

ÖÉÎÅ ,ÉÔÕÒÇÙȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÉÎÓÅÒÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÁÙȤ

ÅÒ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ  ,ÅÔ &ÒȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ËÎÏ× ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÓÕÂÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ɉÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓɊ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ,ÉÓÔȢ  4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÁÒÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ  

,ÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÌÁÙÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ Ǫ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ  4ÈÏÓÅ 

×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÁÄÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÄÏ ./4 ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ /ÒÔÈÏÄÏØ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȢ   

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÁÓË ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÅÎȤ
ÔÒÅÁÔ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅȢ "Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ×Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÏÏÄ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÌÙȢ 7Å ÓÁÙȟ ȬÓÁÙ Á ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȭȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ 

ÏÕÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢȱ 

Е 3ÔȢ 0ÏÒÐÈÙÒÉÏÓ ÏÆ +ÁÖÓÏËÁÌÙÖÉÁ Е 
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The Problem of Evil 

Our Orthodox Christian theology views evil 
not as a primeval essence that is coeternal and 
equal to God, but rather a falling away from 
good.  

Evil does not exist in and of itself, and was 
not created by God. Our Orthodox Church 
rejects the Gnostic teaching that the entirety 
of being is made up of two realms which have 
forever existed together: the kingdom of light, 
and the kingdom of darkness. 

This darkness does not exist in its own right, 
but is simply the absence or lack of light. Evil, 
according to Saint Basil the Great, 'is not a 
living and animated substance, but a condition 
of the soul which is opposed to virtue and 

which springs up in the slothful because of their falling away from Good.  

Do not, therefore, contemplate evil from without; and do not imagine some original nature of wicked-
ness, but let each one recognize himself as the first author of the vice that is in him'. 

Nothing is greater than God, including evil, and evil results when the free will of God's creation is di-
rected against God and thereby engendering evil. 

This is precisely what happened when the light-bearing morning star (Lucifer), fell away from the 
Source of goodness, and became the evil one, Satan. Lucifer, by imposing his own will, found himself 
in darkness. Since his power is based in falsehood, he can only influence us by convincing people that 
he is as powerful as God. Yet his power is finite, and good will eventually triumph on the Last Day. 

That God would allow evil to exist in the first place, is a mystery, for the scriptures do not explain this. 
Yet we do know through the scriptures that true love must express itself in action, and in the face of 
evil and suffering, a Christian is called to action by loving God and his neighbor.  

Evil then becomes but a simple practical problem, one that the Christian finds ways to alleviate. As 
Christians we are charged with bringing God's love and goodness into the world by our actions. 

With Love in Christ, 

Abbot Tryphon of All-Merciful Savior Monastery  
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! ,ÏÏË !ÈÅÁÄȣ 

 

 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ γ  

"ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ -ÏÔÏÒ 6ÅÈÉÃÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ "ÉËÅÓ 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ίβ 

$ÏÒÍÉÔÉÏÎ &ÁÓÔ "ÅÇÉÎÓ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ίη 

&ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓǢÇÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ 

"ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ &ÒÕÉÔÓ 
 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΰα 

0ÁÒÉÓÈ -ÏÖÉÅ .ÉÇÈÔȡ 

/ÓÔÒÏÖ ɉ4ÈÅ )ÓÌÁÎÄɊ  
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ΰζ 

&ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÏÒÍÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 

"ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ η 

&ÉÒÓÔ $ÁÙ ÏÆ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ Ǫ )ÃÅ #ÒÅÁÍ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 
 

-ÏÎÄÁÙ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ίή 

*ÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÏ &ÕÌÌÎÅÓÓȡ !ÄÕÌÔ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ "ÅÇÉÎÓ 
 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ίȟ ΰήίζ 

!ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÁÚÁÁÒ 
 

-ÏÎÄÁÙ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ εȟ ΰήίη 

4ÈÅ .ÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ !ÐÒÉÌ ΰζȟ ΰήίη 

'ÒÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ (ÏÌÙ 0ÁÓÃÈÁ  
 

-ÁÙ ίζȟ ΰήίη 

!ÎÎÕÁÌ %ÔÈÎÉÃ $ÉÎÎÅÒ 
 

#ÏÆÆÅÅ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ 

3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ 

*ÕÌÙ ςω 
!ÎÎ 3ÍÉÔÈ 

 

*ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÏÌÅ 9ÁÎÏÓÏ 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ υ 

 

(ÅÌÅÎ !ÎÇÌÅ 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ ρς 

 

4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÈÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ #ÈÕÒÃÈȦ 

%ÐÉÓÔÌÅ 2ÅÁÄÅÒÓ 

-ÁÔÔ 0ÅÌÅÓ 
*ÕÌÙ ςω 

 

,ÁÎÃÅ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌÓÅÎ 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ υ 

 

!ÌÅØÁ &ÉÔÚÇÅÒÁÌÄ 
!ÕÇÕÓÔ ρς 

 

Ȱ4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÏÉÃÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÎÄÓȟ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȢȱ 

)Æ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÎÙ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ  
ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ       

#ÈÕÒÃÈ "ÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ               
&ÒȢ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ËÎÏ× ÂÙ   

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ  

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÃÅÄÉÎÇ ×ÅÅËȢ  

4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕȦȦȦ 

7ÈÏȭÓ #ÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȩ 

#ÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ #ÒÅ× ΩΫ 



 

4 

Today we shall speak about the great spiritual sickness known as egotism. 

Egotism is an absurd passion and is literally a scourge of the human race; we all suffer from this great 
sickness. Egotism makes fools and a spectacle of those who suffer from it. God calls upon us to strug-
gle against this egotism and defeat it, to make ourselves free of it. 

The óold personô is the passionate state of the soul and is literally egotism. 

All the passions, all sins, all falls, have their origin, their starting point in egotism. Itôs a great evil. It 
wonôt leave us alone, but tyrannizes us day and night. In general, everybody suffers from this evil, me 
more than anyone, sinner that I am. 

*** 

When I was first with my holy Elder, when I first went to him in that forbidding place in the desert, it 
was there, at his side, that I recognized my egotism and saw it in practice. 

When I was out in the world, church people thought I was a blessed child. I didnôt like being thought 
of in this way, but gradually this praise did me harm. I saw just how much harm when, by Godôs grace, 
I made a start at overcoming all my passions spiritually. 

When I first went to the elder, he began his oversight, began his cure from the very first day. He dealt 
strictly with me ï he constantly rebuked me, got on to me, and tired me quite a bit, because I was weak 
spiritually. 

Itôs true that, when he chastised me, in other words when he put the medicine on my wound, it hurt. 
My egotism lashed out within me and said: Why is it only me that the elderôs so strict with? Why is it 
me he gets on to? Why and again why?éô. I reacted against the blessing of the elder, I spoke back at 
him, I fought against him. Often enough, after an outburst, I would go back to my cell, pick up the 
cross, and cry over Christ crucified, saying to him: 

óMy sweetest Jesus! You who were sinless God suffered so much evil, so much opposition, such curs-
ing and mockery from such a great crowd of people who hated you [continued on the opposite page]  

On Egotism 
 

By: Elder Ephraim           

of Arizona 
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�0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���+�D�O�O���5�H�Q�W�D�O���,�Q�I�R���I�R�U���3�D�U�L�V�K�L�R�Q�H�U�V�« 
At the Annual Meeting it was approved by the gathered 
faithful of our parish to allow parishioners to rent the Mis-
sion Hall for their special events at a discounted rate of 
$100 if they are willing to take on the set-up and clean-up 
for the event. If they would like to have Hall Maintenance 
Staff take care of set-up and clean-up there is an addition-
al charge of $150. Consider having your next gathering at 
the Mission Hall! Book early!  
 

First Day of Sunday School 
Sunday September 9 

More information on class and teacher assignments will be 
forthcoming in the weeks ahead. The children will enjoy an 
Ice Cream Social following classes during coffee hour on 
this first day! I look forward to another year learning about 
and engaging more deeply with our Holy Orthodox Faith.  

 

Next Adult Education Opportunity 
Beginning Monday September 10 

�:�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �)�U���� �%�D�U�Q�D�E�D�V�� �3�R�Z�H�O�O�¶�V�� �S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O�� �Y�L�G�H�R��
series: A Journey to Fullness: an Introduction to the Full-
ness of the Original Christian Church. Fr. Barnabas is a 

fantastic orator and will keep us engaged during his short 
presentations whether we have been Orthodox Christians 
our entire lives or are just getting started on the journey.  
 

The videos and the accompanying work books are de-
signed as a catechism for those studying to become Or-
thodox Christians but will serve for us as a starting point to 
refresh our understanding of our beautiful and ancient 
faith. It has been described as an Orthodox Boot Camp. I 
look forward to spending this time with you and learning 
together about our faith, and one another.  
 

More information will be forthcoming in the days ahead.  
 

�0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�����3�D�Q�D�K�L�G�D�����6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�« 
If you desire to offer Memorial Services in memory of your 
departed loved ones, please, contact Fr. Matthew ahead 
of Sunday to make these arrangements. Dependent on the 
number of requests they may be combined with other fam-
ilies commemorations. Thank you.  
 

�$�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���D�Q�G���%�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���&�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�« 
It has been a joy to celebrate the special birthday and 
anniversary celebrations over the past month. Be sure to 
let me know ahead of these special occasions so that ar-
rangements can be made to properly honor you and/or 
your loved ones on their special occasions.  
 

�'�L�G���<�R�X���.�Q�R�Z�« 
Our Diocese has a really strong presence on the internet. 
There are plenty of helpful resources available at the fol-
�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�N�V�« 
 

Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org 
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 

You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese 
 

You can subscribe to diocesan updates at the diocesan 
website in order to keep you up to the date.  

�:�K�D�W�·�V���*�R�L�Q�J���2�Q���D�W���6�D�L�Q�W�V���3�H�W�H�U���D�Q�G���3�D�X�O�·�V������ 


